
 

We trust our hosts to make every effort to make in-person worship as safe as possible. We know you 
will weigh carefully your decision as to whether to join others for worship or to stay at home. That 
decision is yours alone, and one we will support you in—wherever you choose to worship. 

General Information: 
• People will sign up to host and to attend online. Liz will place people into groups and notify group 

leaders of their guests. Leaders will then be responsible for extending an invitation and sending more 
details. 

• Initial signups will be for 6 weeks. We will reassess at that time, based on groups’ experience and 
developments with the virus. 

• Groups will be no more than 10 people total (including hosts). Smaller groups are also encouraged to 
accommodate varying comfort levels. 

• Groups will only take place outdoors. 

• Groups will observe social distance of at least 6’ and will wear masks for singing and extended 
conversations. 

• Groups are encouraged—at their discretion and comfort—to share a meal or fellowship time together 
after the service. Food safety guidance provided below. 

• Everyone in the congregation has different levels of comfort and everyone is negotiating risk factors 
for themselves and people they are in contact with. Please follow these guidelines for the protection 
of the most vulnerable, and treat one another with patience, grace, and understanding. 

Host Responsibilities: 
• Space: Provide an outdoor space in which up to 10 people can gather while maintaining social 

distance of at least 6’. When people arrive, please take them to the gathering spot as quickly as 
possible; minimize or eliminate time in your house. 

• Seating: Wipe down chairs before guests arrive, or ask guests to bring their own lawn chairs 

• Parking: Provide information regarding parking in your neighborhood. 

• Neighbors: Speak to your neighbors if you think they may take issue with a gathering and/or singing 
(this is also a great time to invite a curious neighbor to join!) 

• Viewing the service: Provide some means of hearing and seeing the service. A shared screen/
speaker is preferable to everyone dialing in separately from a phone or laptop, but do whatever works 
for your situation. Please consider your wifi and screen/speaker limitations when deciding how many 
people you can host; gathering around a small iPad probably means requires a smaller group size! 

• Weather: Try to gather in a shady spot if possible. Decide on a rain plan if your outdoor space is 
uncovered (you could cancel; gather under a nearby picnic shelter; or some other creative solution) 

Guidelines for Sunday Zoom 
House Groups

https://incarnationanglican.churchcenter.com/people/forms/140254


• Bathrooms: Create a clean path to a bathroom in your home and provide gloves or paper towels/
wipes so that people can move through your house without touching doorknobs, faucets, toilet 
handles, etc. Please space out guests’ visits to the bathroom by at least 2 minutes. This gives 
aerosolized droplets time to disperse after flushing the toilet. 

• Masks: Masks are not required outdoors or for individuals under 10 years old. However, please wear 
masks when singing or for longer conversations. 

• Prayers of the People: Facilitate a time of brief prayer with your house group; those on zoom will 
pray together in breakout rooms. 

• Hand washing: If possible, provide an outdoor hand washing station with a hose, soap, bucket to 
catch soapy water, and paper towels (both for drying hands and for handling the faucet handle). 

• Food: The simplest way to handle food is BYOE: Bring Your Own Everything (food, drink, dishes, 
utensils). If you choose to provide food, please consider the following: 

- Food passed straight from the grill to a plate is considered safe.  

- Provide gloves for distributing food or using shared items (e.g., ketchup bottles). 

- Consider providing individually-portioned foods and drinks, such as bottled water, apples, bags of 
chips, individually packaged condiments, etc. 

- Avoid communal serving dishes and utensils. 

- Provide disposable plates and utensils (please consider compostable options!) 

- This article has very helpful guidance on outdoor group meals: https://www.nytimes.com/
2020/05/22/well/live/coronavirus-pandemic-memorial-day-picnics-bbqs.html 

Guest Responsibilities: 
• Do not attend if you have a fever, ANY symptoms of illness, or a suspected or known exposure 

to someone with COVID-19.  

• Bring a mask and wear it if you sing. If you do not want to wear a mask, you may prefer 
worshiping from home or you may choose not to sing. 

• Bring your own food, drink, utensils, chair, picnic blanket, etc., if asked to do so by your host, or 
if this would make you feel more comfortable. 

• Use the bathroom at home before coming!
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